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Summing Up a Decade of Urban Nature Surveys in Israel

In most local authorities in Israel you can find urban nature sites or natural phenomena
that when added together, account for a remarkable wealth of biodiversity representing
a variety of unique ecological systems.

The importance of conserving urban nature in Israel is growing in light of the

intensive development processes, which include housing, roads and infrastructure.
Furthermore, the availability of open spaces within and outside the municipalities in
Israel is becoming scarce and fragmented. These developments have a direct impact

on biodiversity. However, without implementing ecological considerations into urban
planning and management, land degradation; extinction of rare and endangered species
and further loss of sensitive ecosystems is to be expected.

Nevertheless, the advantage of eco-sensitive planning does not only benefit nature,
but being close to nature contributes to one's quality of life and health. Nature provides
mankind with a variety of 'Ecosystem Services' - natural processes and functions that
are important for our existence and wellbeing.

Nevertheless, the advantage of eco-sensitive planning does not only benefit nature;
rather, nature provides mankind with a variety of 'Ecosystem Services' - natural
processes and functions that are important for our existence and wellbeing. These
services include supporting, provisioning, regulating and cultural services. Benefits from
these services include nutrient recycling, soil formation, pollination, water purification,
food, medicines, building materials, air pollution control, climate regulation, flood
prevention, leisure activities, tourism, education and research. As such, being close to
nature contributes to one's quality of life and health.

The Ministry of Environmental Protection is responsible for the safeguarding of
biodiversity in Israel. It is also committed to the Convention of Biodiversity and its
targets. Thus, the Ministry's overall policy is to include sustainable development
principles and ecological considerations into development processes. In the urban
context, the Ministry regards the local authorities as full partners in taking action.
Expected actions include conservation of existing nature sites, maintaining ecological
corridors and rehabilitation and restoration of degraded ecological systems.
Mainstreaming urban surveys in the local planning and policy system is equality
important.

For the past decade, the Ministry has supported and funded "Urban Nature Surveys".
The primary goal of these surveys is to create an overall picture and data base of the
existing natural sites and phenomena within each municipality. This foundation of
information represents the first step towards the development of local urban nature
policies and practices that constitute the basis for all activities in urban nature sites.
The guiding concept of urban nature surveys is to relate to nature as an “infrastructure”
that must be taken into account at all levels of municipal development and
management. The data can also assist in bringing urban nature sites to their optimal
condition and preserving them and their functions. The data can help in developing
recreational activities and community programs that allow people to connect to their
natural environment.

Since 2008, 44 local authorities have completed or begun an urban nature survey from
all parts of the country, representing all sectors including Jewish, Arab, Bedouin and
mixed municipalities. The Ministry's main partner throughout the decade is the Society
for the Protection of Nature in Israel (NGO), which initiated the idea of Urban Nature
Surveys and developed a unique methodology for doing so.

This vibrant book summarizes a decade of the Ministry's activities for promoting Urban
Nature. The findings are surprising, colorful and exciting! It exhibits "in a nutshell”

the great wealth of nature sites and the abundant flora and fauna existing within the
municipalities’ jurisdiction.

We hope that within a decade, all the local authorities in Israel will conduct an Urban
Nature Survey and then we will be able to produce a national map of nature sites

and discover the unique charm of each and every city and town in Israel. In addition,
the Ministry will continue to promote the Urban Nature Policy that was published in
2017 and create more opportunities for local authorities to take action for the purpose
of safeguarding biodiversity. The conservation of urban nature sites and the use of
nature-based solutions in the urban context are essential. This, is not only for our
well-being, but for adaption to climate change and its expected impacts, as well as for
building the future resilience of our cities and people.
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